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The seventh edition of ARCHAEOLOGY reflects the most recent research and changes in the field,

while covering core concepts in an exceptionally student-friendly fashion by using personalized

examples and high-interest topics. The text pairs two of archaeology's most recognized names,

Robert L. Kelly and David Hurst Thomas, who together have over 75 years of experience leading

excavations.
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Robert L. Kelly began collecting arrowheads in farmers' fields when he was 10 years old. He has

participated in archaeological research since 1973, when he was a sophomore in high school. He

has worked on excavations in North and South America and conducted ethnographic research in

Madagascar. He currently is conducting research into the archaeology of Wyoming's Bighorn and

Absaroka Mountains, and Glacier National Park. A former president of the Society for American

Archaeology and current editor of American Antiquity, Kelly has published over 100 articles and

books, including The Foraging Spectrum: Diversity in Hunting and Gathering Societies (1995) and

The Lifeways of Hunter-Gatherers (2013). Dr. Kelly has been a professor at the University of

Wyoming since 1997.David Hurst Thomas has served as curator of anthropology at the American

Museum of Natural History in New York City since 1972. A specialist in Native American

archaeology, Thomas discovered both Gatecliff Shelter (Nevada) and the lost 16th- and

17th-century Franciscan mission Santa Catalina de Guale on St. Catherine's Island, Georgia. He

has led the long-term excavation of Mission San Marcos near Santa Fe (New Mexico) and recently



returned to St. Catherine's Island for long-term archaeological exploration. A founding trustee of the

National Museum of the American Indian at the Smithsonian since 1989, Thomas has published

extensively. His works include 100 papers and 30 books -- most recently, the bestselling Skull Wars:

Kennewick Man, Archaeology, and The Battle for Native American Identity. Archaeologist Thomas

likes "old stuff," including his 1961 Corvette, his 130-year-old house, and the Oakland Raiders.

But it's still a textbook and still boring if you're not that interested in the field. I used it for my

archaeology class and It's definitely not a book I would pick up just for fun

I am reading this because I must. I still have a flicker of hope that one day there will be a college

text book that doesn't rival Ambien in fighting insomnia. This book isn't it.It is slightly less boring

than comparable texts. I contains a few interesting tid-bits of information. And as far as being "A

Beginner's Guide to Why We Dig up Things", well, it gets the job done. Just read it after you've had

your first two cups of coffee, not before, and all will be well

Great

Still fairly expensive but a lot better than buying it from the school books store.
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